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NausicaÃ¤ of the Valley of the Wind is a manga written and illustrated by legendary anime

filmmaker Hayao Miyazaki. It originally ran from 1982 to 1994; the total work is over 1100 pages

(the edition currently in print is seven volumes). The initial chapters were the basis for the

eponymous 1984 film. Here, a postapocalyptic Earth is polluted and overgrown with toxic forests

and giant insects. As neighboring states go to war, NausicaÃ¤, princess of the Valley of the Wind,

works to restore peace and to purify the earth.It's hard to talk about the manga without mentioning

the film, which is one of my all-time favorites. More people are familiar with the film than with the

comic, and Miyazaki is far better known as a filmmaker than as a comic artist. Obviously, Miyazaki

is more limited in a sensory way here, without the film's color or outstanding musical score. But he is

much freer to explore his world: the film features a considerably streamlined story (one nation has

been omitted) and a moral conflict that is fairly black and white. The manga is substantially more

complex.Miyazaki has created a rich, deep world, which is worth the investment the reader must

make. Particularly early on, there's a lot of exposition in dialogue, like we're accustomed to seeing in

American Silver Age comics. And it takes some time for the reader to determine who is on which

side and what, exactly, is going on.NausicaÃ¤ is always engaging but rarely gripping. Toward the

end of the saga, Miyazaki does manage to generate some genuine suspense, but mostly the story

meanders along as NausicaÃ¤ herself more or less blows where the winds of war take her. The

ending is rife with potential, but it goes out with something of an abrupt whimper.
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